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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 20 January 2004 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) M Claim(s) 1-12 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) I3 Claim(s) 7-72 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. §119 

12) 13 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
aM AH b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .|3 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), 
which papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 

Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

Claims 1,2, 7, 9, 10, and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Nerwin (US Pat. No 3,386,360). 

Regarding claim 1, Nerwin discloses a flashlight device having at least 
one light source (17, fig. 3) wherein at least one filter (16, Fig. 3, Col. 2, line 32) 
is arranged in front of a light emission region (fig. 2) of said light source of said 
flashlight device, wherein said flashlight device has at least one carrier body, 
wherein at least two filters are arranged in said carrier body (col. 1, lines 14-17, 
and col. 2, lines 35-37) characterised in that said carrier body is mounted 
rotatably (col. 2, 48), wherein by rotation of said carrier body different filters can 
be arranged to influence light emission in said light emission region of said light 
source of said flashlight device (col. 2, lines 48-55). 
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Regarding claim 2, Nerwin discloses the claimed invention as applied 
above in claim 1 , and further discloses that said carrier body (16) is of a 
cylindrical configuration, wherein preferably at least two filters are 
arranged in at least one respective part of the peripheral surface of said carrier 
body (16, fig. 2, col. 2, lines 35-37). 

Regarding claim 7, Nerwin discloses the claimed invention as applied 
above in claim 1 , and further discloses that the flashlight device is of a 
substantially cylindrical configuration (fig. 2). 

Regarding claim 9, Nerwin discloses the claimed invention as applied 
above in claim 1 , and further discloses that said filters are intensity filters (col. 2, 
lines 35-37). 

Regarding claim 10, Nerwin discloses the claimed invention as applied 
above in claim 1 , and further discloses that at least two filters can be arranged 
altenately manually or automatically or in conjunction with film transport or picture 
triggering (fig. 2, col. 2, lines 56-61). 

Regarding claim 11, Nerwin discloses the claimed invention as applied 
above in claim 1, and further discloses said flashlight device is integrated in a 
camera (fig. 2). 

Claims 1-7 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Murdock et al (US Pat. No. 5,515,119). 

Regarding claim 1, Murdock discloses a flashlight device (as broadly 
interpreted) having at least one light source (18, fig. 3) wherein at least one filter 
(50, Fig. 3, col. 2, lines 60-67) is arranged in front of a light emission region (36a, 
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fig. 3, line 67) of said light source of said flashlight device, wherein said flashlight 
device has at least one carrier body, wherein at least two filters are arranged in 
said carrier body (98, fig. 3) characterised in that said carrier body is mounted 
rotatably (col. 3, line 6), wherein by rotation of said carrier body different filters 
can be arranged to influence light emission in said light emission region of said 
light source of said flashlight device (col. 1, lines 58-67). 

Regarding claim 2, Murdock discloses the claimed invention as applied 
above in claim 1 , and further discloses that said carrier body (98) is of a 
cylindrical configuration, wherein preferably at least two filters are 
arranged in at least one respective part of the peripheral surface of said carrier 
body (50, fig. 3, col. 2, lines 58-67). 

Regarding claim 3, Murdock discloses the claimed invention as 
applied above in claim 1, and further discloses that light emission region 
occupies a spatial angle of less than 360 or less than 1 80 degree (figs 7a-7d). 

Regarding claim 4, Murdock discloses the claimed invention as applied 
above in claim 1 , and further discloses that said light emission region occupies a 
spatial angle of less than 90 or less than 60 degree (Figs 7a-7d). 

Regarding claim 5, Murdock discloses the claimed invention as applied 
above in claim 1 , and further discloses that said carrier body with at least two 
filters is arranged at said flashlight device (fig. 3). 

Regarding claim 6, Murdock discloses the claimed invention as applied 
above in claim 1 , and further discloses that the carrier body has three filters (fig. 
7c). 
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Regarding claim 7, Murdock discloses the claimed invention as applied 
above in claim 1 , and further discloses that the flashlight device is of a 
substantially cylindrical configuration (fig. 4). 

Regarding claim 12, Murdock discloses the claimed invention as applied 
above in claim 1 , and further discloses that fthe filters are colour filters (col. 3, 
lines 40-43). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 

all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. . ■ - 

Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Nerwin (US Pat. No 3,386,360). 

Nerwin discloses the claimed invention but doesn't explicitly express the 
dimension of the filters. It would have been obvious matter of design choice to 
modify a filter in a certain size as desired, since such a modification would have 
involved a mere change in the size of a component. A change in size generally 
recognized as being within the level of ordinary skill in the art. In re Rose, 105 
USPQ 237 (CCPA 1955). 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Evans (US Pat. No 6,01 1 ,662) discloses a custom color 
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wheel for lighting fixture. Chu (US Pat. No 6,299,339) discloses a light generating 
base including a color wheel having plurality of different color filters. Hatch (US 
Pat. 4,978,986) discloses a camera accessory including a polarized filter carrier 
in which is rotatable in front of a flash unit. All aforementioned references are 
cited of interest. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communication from 
the examiner should be directed to AN Alavi whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-2365. 

The examiner can normally be reached between 7:00 A.M. to 5:30 P.M. Tuesday 
to Friday. If attempts to reach the examiner by phone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Sandy O'Shea can be reached at (571 ) 272-2378 or you 
may fax your inquiry to the Central Fax at (703) 872-9306. 

AN Alavi 
Examiner 

AU 2875 



